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tuke hur oppynlie befor all men and bare hur oute of the kurk.
And ther befor the yatis ther was ordand1 a blak hors, and
that ane uglie, and here-uppon was sho sett; and than onone
sho and all this felowshup vanysshid away.

7       ALCHEMIST BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT
The Coventry LeetBook, Part II., E.E.T.S., 190$.
John French, Alchemist.
Mem. that the vjte day of Januare the yere aforeseid, the
forsaid Maire resceyved a privie signet be the handes of a
servante of the kynges, the tenur wherof hereaftur ensueth:
By the kyng.
Trusty and wele-beloved, we greteyou weL And [we] late3
you wit that it hath been shewed unto us that oure wele-beloved,
Job. ffrench, oure servaunt commonly conversyng and abydyng
in oure Cite there, entendeth be8 his labour to practise a true
and a profitable conclusion in the cunnying of transmutacion
of metails to oure profyte and pleasure; and, for to make a
clere shewing of the same before certen oure servauntes and
counsellors by us therfore appointed, it required a certain
tyme to prepare his materials; we, not wiHing therfore oure
seid servaunt to be trobled in that he shall so werk or prepaire
for oure pleasure and profite, woll* and charge yewe that ye ne
suffre hym in eny wyse by eny persone or persones to be letted,
troubled, or vexed, of his seid labour and practise; to th'entent
that he, at his goode liberte, may shewe unto us and such as be
by us therfore appointed, the clere effect of his said conclusion.
Yeven5 under oure signit at our palays of Westm[ynstre] the
xxixte day of December,
For Edward IV.'s encouragement of alchemy see L. Stratford, Edwatd
the Fourth^ 1910, pp. 263-4. In Rymer's Foedera, 1711, vol xii. p. 28
(June 18, 1476) is a similar royal letter in favour of David and John
Marchaunt, who are making mercury into gold and silver, granting them
protection for the next four years from "all impediment, trouble, perturh-
ance, arrest, or grievance whatsoever from any of our Justices, Escheators,
Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, constables, or other Officers of Ourselves or Oar
successors, or of Our liege subjects."
1 ordained.                                                                                                                                                                                    a let.       s by.       * desire*        * given.
C.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            345-7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     The WitcKsFate                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    529

tuke hur oppynlie befor all men and bare hur oute of the kurk.
And ther befor the yatis ther was ordand1 a blak hors, and
that ane uglie, and here-uppon was sho sett; and than onone
sho and all this felowshup vanysshid away.

7       ALCHEMIST BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT
The Coventry LeetBook, Part II., E.E.T.S., 190$.
John French, Alchemist.
Mem. that the vjte day of Januare the yere aforeseid, the
forsaid Maire resceyved a privie signet be the handes of a
servante of the kynges, the tenur wherof hereaftur ensueth:
By the kyng.
Trusty and wele-beloved, we greteyou weL And [we] late3
you wit that it hath been shewed unto us that oure wele-beloved,
Job. ffrench, oure servaunt commonly conversyng and abydyng
in oure Cite there, entendeth be8 his labour to practise a true
and a profitable conclusion in the cunnying of transmutacion
of metails to oure profyte and pleasure; and, for to make a
clere shewing of the same before certen oure servauntes and
counsellors by us therfore appointed, it required a certain
tyme to prepare his materials; we, not wiHing therfore oure
seid servaunt to be trobled in that he shall so werk or prepaire
for oure pleasure and profite, woll* and charge yewe that ye ne
suffre hym in eny wyse by eny persone or persones to be letted,
troubled, or vexed, of his seid labour and practise; to th'entent
that he, at his goode liberte, may shewe unto us and such as be
by us therfore appointed, the clere effect of his said conclusion.
Yeven5 under oure signit at our palays of Westm[ynstre] the
xxixte day of December,
For Edward IV.'s encouragement of alchemy see L. Stratford, Edwatd
the Fourth^ 1910, pp. 263-4. In Rymer's Foedera, 1711, vol xii. p. 28
(June 18, 1476) is a similar royal letter in favour of David and John
Marchaunt, who are making mercury into gold and silver, granting them
protection for the next four years from "all impediment, trouble, perturh-
ance, arrest, or grievance whatsoever from any of our Justices, Escheators,
Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, constables, or other Officers of Ourselves or Oar
successors, or of Our liege subjects."
1 ordained.                                                                                                                                                                                    a let.       s by.       * desire*        * given.
C.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            34